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Attached hereto is a copy of the recently received German 
Office Action. Also attached are copies of those references not 
already of record. 

The German office action does not discuss the five cited 
references in any detail beyond assigning them relevancy codes, 
namely "X" for a reference that is relevant to patenteJ^ility on its 
ovm and "Y" for one that is relevant in combination with other 
references. Column 1 - "Kat." - of section C gives the code, 
columns 2 and 3 the country and number of the reference, column 
four - "Erlauterung" - identifies the part of the reference that is 
of relevance, and column 5 - "Betr. Anspriiche" - the claims argu- 
ably anticipated by the reference. Thus all the references but US 
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Attention is directed to 1194 06 167 (7 January 1997) 



which states with reference to information submitted in an Informa- 
tion Disclosure Statements "Where the information listed is not in 
the English language, but was cited in a search report by a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application, the requirement 
for a concise explanation of relevance can be satisfied by submit- 
ting an English language version of the search report which indi- 
cates the degree of relevance found by the foreign office." 
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